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Berkshire Federation Of
Young Farmers Clubs Newsletter
County Diary Dates
July

August

11th Country Spotters entry deadline
13thCounty Spotters -Snelsmore

23rd Executive committee meeting
24th Rounders Brightwalton 5pm

September
5th Newsletter deadline
17th-18thRoyal County Berkshire Show
19th-25th NFYFC New members week
More details on Page8

July’s Jotter
County Chair Update
I would like to start off this month’s newsletter by saying how proud I am to be your Country Chairman.
Being at the Country Fayre and seeing how much talent we have in Berkshire was amazing! Also to
see how much money the country fayre raised for our county is an amazing achievement, everyone
involved should be very, very proud. I really enjoyed showing Chris Manley (NFYFC Chairman) around
the show as well. He was very keen to speak to as many members as possible and I think this was
achieved, he even came to the pub with the seniors afterwards.
We have had a few county events also happen over the last few months. We had a county swimming
evening to the Aquadrome in Basingstoke and the seniors all went to Newbury Races. I feel it is
important for our small county to keep doing lots of county events.
Coming up we have country spotters on 13th July at Snelsmore Common (entry forms have gone out),
and a county rounder’s evening August 24th. I hope all clubs manage to have a rest during August as
September is all set to be a busy month. We have the Royal County of Berkshire Show (17th-18th
September) followed by NFYFC week (19th – 25th September). Berkshire have an activity planned for
every night of this week so keep your diary free!
As always Georgie and I are here to help you get the most out of your membership so any questions
or suggestions please speak to us.

Katherine Bunn-County Chairman

County Field Officer Update
This is the last Newsletter before you break up for the summer. When you return to your
clubs in September it will be time to renew your membership. The break gives you a chance
to think about everything you have achieved and experienced with your club this
membership year. Maybe you have learnt a new skill, overcome a fear or made a friend for
life. Don’t forget Young Farmers over the summer, keep an eye on your emails for reminders
from me and come back with a new member in September.

Georgie Perry-Field Officer

Berkshire YFC Office, Liberty House, Enterprise Centre,
New Greenham Park, Newbury, Berks, RG19 6HW
Office Tel: 01635 500872 Mobile: 07917 714640
email: berksyfc@btopenworld.com
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County Competitions
Report
These last few months are always really busy with all the show classes and Country Fayre prep. The
exhibition tent looked great on the day and really did show case Berkshire YFC really well. The practical
classes were really fun and everybody looked like they had a fantastic time. Some of the highlights for
me included girls changing a tyre on Gordon’s car, the soggy welly race, the hair and makeup classes
and seeing the floats going round the ring. I hope everybody enjoyed the day as much as I did.
We have also had two members compete in the stock judging at Ardingly. Carrie Anne Young from
Shefford and Jess Elliman from Newbury went to represent Berkshire. They did really well, Jess came
2nd in stockman of the year and 1st in butcher’s lambs, Carrie came 1st in senior dairy. Both girls then
came joint 1st with Hampshire in the dairy section and won a cup! What a fantastic achievement from
these girls, well done to you both.
Last weekend saw the NFYFC Competitions final day
at Stafford. We were represented in two
competitions, Jess Elliman from Newbury was
competing in Junior Member of the Year and Adam,
Toby and Louis from Shefford were competing the
Junior Reading finals. Jess faced stiff competition with
seven other competitors, she had to do a
presentation and have an interview with different
judges. Although not placed she received a finalist
board from National and said that it was a really good
experience. The boys had to read from a book called
“The Island” by Olivia Levez. The book is all about a
girl called Frances who after a plane cash finds herself
all alone on a desert island. Again the boys faced stiff
competition but they held their own and did really
well. Again although not placed they all felt it was a
great day and they are now all fired up for next year.

Coming up we have the country spotters competition at Snelsmore Common on 13 th July please get
entry forms in. We then break for the summer where I hope everyone has a restful break and
remember if you would like to stock judge at the Royal County of Berkshire Show please get
membership forms back to your club leaders ASAP at the start of September.

Katherine Bunn-County Chairman
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Club Updates
Club Contacts
Newbury: newburyyfc@aol.com
Bradfield: Simon Fernandez-07876 493236
Shefford: sheffordyfc@hotmail.co.uk
Bradfield
What a busy and successful couple of months we’ve had!
The County Show at Englefield obviously took centre stage and in the usual Young Farmer Spirit,
Bradfield embraced the many practical and exhibition classes with great enthusiasm and ingenuity
and an enjoyable day was had by all.
As always the tug of war drew in the crowds in the main ring, with the victorious Bradfield Ladies
team defending their title yet again!! The bale pushing sorted the” men from the boys”, the blind
folded sheep dog trial had its own hazards and as for the soggy welly race, I’m sure some of the
“posher styles” of wellies used will never be the same again……
We would like the thank the show organisers for all their hard work on providing us with such a
great show.

Aren’t they cute?
Next up was a torchlight Easter Egg hunt at Fernsworth Farm, courtesy of Simon & Jo Fernandez, during
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Bradfield
With a change in format from recent years, the following weekend was the Presentation Evening,
held at Barn Elms Farm by kind permission of Mr & Mrs J Balsdon. A great, relaxing evening with
the chance to reflect on the achievements made by all the clubs members from the previous
weekend. Some entertainment and delicious hog roast rounded off a successful 2016 show. Our
thanks to all those who attended.

Looking forward, our Summer Programme has just been released and we have lots in store. An
evening pond dipping, a bike ride, Country Spotters, Rounders, Canoeing…. Oh and to finish off a
nice relaxing BBQ.
We wish you all a great summer!!

Hannah Walters
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Shefford
Shefford very much enjoyed our annual Berkshire County Fayre and were delighted to win several
competitions from makeup design to the co-op float that illustrated a (fantasy) App that allows
farmers to chose the weather they need for their crops!

On Wednesday 8 June we had a Gun Dog workshop run by parents of one of the members and
their company that train dogs to become gun dogs and will then later be brought back to their
owners so they can be used. A couple of members brought their own dogs and were given a
training routine to specially train their dogs.
Shefford members has a great at the Aquadome in Basingstoke with the other Berkshire clubs. We
also hosted a successful Barn Dance on Saturday 18 June which is one of our main fundraising
events of the year.
And lastly, the whole club went canoeing in the canal just on the edge of Victoria park in Newbury
with Outdoor Academy that do it with us every year and host our county and club camps.

Toby Quinn~ Press Secretary
We were proud of our members Adam, Toby and Louis who took part in the National Reading Finals at
Stafford on Saturday. They had to read extracts from a book called The Island by Olivia Levez. Although not
getting placed they did really well and it was a great achievement to get to the finals so well done.
Our next meeting is a Farm Visit to a herb farm at Ashford Hill. Then our final meeting of the year is a picnic
at the village hall with a bouncy castle. All members and their families and our VPs are welcome to attend.
We are looking forward to our club camp next weekend at Headley ,thanks to Simon Hiscock for the use of
his site We have lots of activities planned and hope the sun shines.

Anne Bunn~ Club Leader
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Newbury

The Country Fayre itself was in a spectacular location, our favourite by far and it went really well. It was
great to see how much the members enjoyed the day. Being a small (but growing!) club, it is often a
struggle filling show classes, but we did our best and did very well overall.

Emma Collins~Club Leader
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County News
County Rounders – 24th August 5pm Brightwalton Family event, food
provided £1 cost per person

Senior Meeting
On the 30th June- 20 senior members from across
the county enjoyed an evening at Newbury Races.
Despite raining all day the day before the sun shone
all evening for us. The races started at 5:30pm and
finished at 9pm. Some members had better luck
than others on the betting front and managed to go
home with more money than they had brought :)
After the racing had finished we enjoyed a evening
of dancing to Scott Mills' DJ set. Everyone had a
great night. Keep an eye on your emails for more
senior socials that will be coming up over the
summer or email any suggestions you might have.
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NFYFC New Members Week
19th to 25th September
National Federation of Young Farmers has challenged all
clubs to increase their membership by 10% for the
membership year 16/17.
This has to be a team effort and so to help, County will be
organising a week of meetings for you all to bring a friend
to. You are welcome to come to any of the nights and as
many as you want to. You can bring a friend or maybe
two.
You are also of course very welcome to come on your own.
Monday

19th

–

Bowling

-

MFA

Bowling

Thatcham
Tuesday 20th – Learn a new skill night – Brightwalton
Village Hall
Wednesday 21st – Club Meeting Night
Thursday
Hampstead

22nd

–

Night –

Marshall Village Hall

Friday 23rd – Farm Visit – Rushall Farm Bradfield
followed by Senior Pub Visit
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National News

All information from NFYFC can be found on their website http://nfyfc.org.uk/
Survey- British Youth Council
The UK Young Ambassadors are conducting a survey and your help and input would be appreciated. If
you are a young person under 25, tell us what you think about the communities you belong to; how
you feel about Brexit; whether or not you feel European; about stereotyping, bullying and hate crime;
and skills you have / need as young people today. If you are a youth worker or professional, please
help us to get the survey out to the young people you work with - we want to know what they think.
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Onceweekly_news?articleid=11193&single=1
Competitions Weekend, Results
Results from Competitions Weekend 2016 are now available to download from the NFYFC website.
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Onceweekly_news?articleid=11191&single=1
Supporting Safety on Farms
Tractors and moving vehicles have claimed the lives of 30 farm workers in the past five years
according to the HSE Health & Safety in Agriculture Report October 2015, representing one of the
biggest dangers on a farm. Day four of the fourth annual Farm Safety Week UK & Ireland focuses on
highlighting the issues surrounding transport and how to prevent transport related accidents on the
farm.
http://nfyfc.org.uk/NFYFCnews/national_news?articleid=11189&single=1
NFYFC EU Referendum Statement
Britain’s decision to leave the European Union will undoubtedly cause a period of uncertainty about
the future of farming and youth development in this country. However, the NFYFC is determined to
act quickly to support all of its members who may be affected by this morning’s result.
http://nfyfc.org.uk/NFYFCnews/national_news?articleid=11179&single=1
Job Opportunity
Do you need to earn extra money in the winter months? Why not join our Winter resilience team at
Heathrow. You are paid for all training,Once cleared through the application process, applicants will
receive training on vehicles and equipment, and will be paid for attending training and drills, time
spent on standby, as well as actual snow events no specialised experience needed, we are looking for
hand workers,plant drivers and Team leaders. Please ring us on 01189713286 for an application pack
or more information.
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