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Berkshire Federation Of
Young Farmers Clubs Newsletter
County Diary Dates
April

May

th

rd

9 Pre Show competitions
11th Exec Meeting
th
13 SEA Committee Meeting
21st-23rd Nation Convention Torquay

3 May Newsletter Deadline
22nd-31st Office Closed
28th Berkshire Country Fayre

June
th

6 Exec Meeting
8th-10th South of England Show
15th SEA Committee Meeting
17th SEA Summer Competitions

If you need any more information about anything in the County Diary please contact Georgie in the office.

March’s Memo
County Chair Update
The last few months have been fairly busy for Berkshire Young Farmers. We have seen great success
in the South East Area competitions. Jess Elliman came first in Junior Member of the Year and the
Public Speaking Team came first. Well done to all those members who took part in the speaking or
sports competitions over that weekend.
We have also had the yearbooks delivered. All members should have a copy of these and if they do
not then please speak to one of your club leaders. All members should now be entering show classes
and try and do as many as you can as it really is exciting to take part on the day. Pre Show Classes
have also been released and make sure if you want to take part in the stockjudging, cookery, fencing
or clay pigeon shooting you talk to a club leader and get yourself signed up.
It really is a busy time for Young Famers as we enter spring and summer so please keep an eye on
emails and social media posts. We also have a new website that has been launched so please have a
look http://berksyfc.org.uk . If there is anything you want adding on to the Facebook or Twitter
pages then please get in contact with a photo and some information – we want to get our news out
there and advertise Berkshire YFC.
Remember Georgie and myself are here to help you make the most of your YFC membership. If you
need anything or have a suggestion then please just email or ask us.

Katherine Bunn-County Chairman

A note from your Field Officer
Berkshire Membership is at the highest it has been at this point in the year for 4 years  Well done
to all who have worked hard to get the information and photos to the office. If you are reading this
and are still not a member of the best organisation in the world, WHY NOT? It’s easy and great value
for money. Did you know that even if you are over of the age of 26 you can be a member?
Please either contact me at the office or your local club.

Georgie Perry-County Field Officer

Berkshire YFC Office, Liberty House, Enterprise Centre,
New Greenham Park, Newbury, Berks, RG19 6HW
Office Tel: 01635 500872 Mobile: 07917 714640
email: berksyfc@btopenworld.com
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County Competitions
Report
Hopefully you have all had the opportunity to enter the preshow classes which will be taking
place on the 9th April at Manor Farm Brimpton. Your club leaders and chairman will let you
know exact timings as soon as they have them. Good luck to all taking part and most
importantly have fun competing.

A massive well done to the Junior
public Speaking team from Bradfild
who went to the Regional Finals on
Saterday to represent the South East
Area.
Stephen, Hannah and Becky did us all
proud, coming a very respectable
thid. A fantastic achivement for a
young
group
of
enthusiastic
members, two of which are in their
first year of membership.

Have you chosen which show classes you wan to do yet? They are in the middle of your year
book. You need to inform your club officers which classes you are intersted in so they can
get them allocated to you and the entry forms in. Please speak to you club officers if you
have any questions.
It is a busy time in the land of competitions for Berkshire YFC. Good luck to all and please
help the organisation by responding to correspondance from your club.
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Club Updates
Club Contacts
Newbury: newburyyfc@aol.com
Bradfield: Simon Fernandez-07876 493236
Shefford: sheffordyfc@hotmail.co.uk
Windsor&Maidenhead: wmyoungfarmers@outlook.com

Windsor and Maidenhead
The Windsor and Maidenhead Young farmers club was relaunched in September 2016 with the help of
Berkshire College of agriculture. We had a very successful first meeting with over 16 perspective new
members. We held a number of meetings in the autumn and just before Christmas we held our AGM. The
club is officially known as Maidenhead Young farmers and district Club but trades under the name Windsor
and Maidenhead Young farmers club.
At that meeting we elected presidents, advisory committees, club leader and a full committee. I was elected
chairman our club.
We have a full list of spring meetings and we are meeting every other week on a Thursday night at the
Berkshire College of agriculture. We have been trying since Christmas to open up our new bank account. We
have had lots of members fill in their membership application forms and give us cheques for the membership.
The Windsor and Maidenhead club has had good support from local farmers and Young farmers. It would not
have been possible to start the club without the help of Berkshire College of agriculture.
The club is still finding its feet and will take a long time to re-establish itself and take part in county
competitions but we hope to support the county as much as we can.
We would like to thank the trustees of Maidenhead and district Young farmers for their support during the
prelaunch of the club and thank them all who have now become advisory members of the new club. We
would like to specially thank Geoffrey Copas for his support and good words of advice
We must also thank Liz Hadden, Catherine Tytherleigh and Amanda Gee from the BCA.

Alice Rayner- Club Chairman
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Shefford
On 1st February, a local potter brought along her potters wheel and lots of clay to the hall. It was a very
well attended meeting she gave us a demonstration of how to make a pot then very patiently helped over
30 members to have a go! We all found it a lot harder than it looked but some members did end up with
something that resembled a pot! We also made models out of clay and painted some Xmas baubles ready
for next year, it was very fun and a new experience.

During half term some of our members went Snow Tubing at Bracknell with members from the other clubs
in Berkshire and had a great time. The rest of Shefford members met and went Bowling in Thatcham which
also was a good evening, even though it got a bit competitive.

Our last meeting was our very popular pancake evening , where we made and ate a lot of pancakes luckily,
not to many ended up on the ceiling!
We are already preparing for our County Show which is being held on the Englefield Estate on Sunday May
28th. The theme this year is Around the World. Everyone is welcome to come along as it is a really good
show with lots of attractions, including all the Young Farmers Competitions which are always fun to watch.
We hope to do as well as we did last years with out float.

Sophie Pannett Smith- Press Officer
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Bradfield
This year is flying along already, the lighter evenings together with the talk of Country Fayre Show Classes can
only mean that summer isn’t too far away!
In usual Bradfield style, we have packed in lots of activities over the past couple of months. We had a bouncy
time at the Trampoline Park in Basingstoke, played energetic games of dodgeball and basketball and had one
very egg-citing evening up at Milehouse doing the Egg Drop Challenge. This was a somewhat “Blue Peter”
evening consisting of sticky tape, bubble wrap and more sticky tape, which resulted in minimal egg casualties,
until the final drop out of one the clubhouse windows some 25 feet up – it was quite funny to see how
quickly our Treasurer moved his car!!

Jenny Rowe- Club Chairman
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Bradfield
On a more serious note, we spent a very educational evening at Rushall Farm, where Stephen Waters shared
his knowledge and helped us brush-up on our stock judging skills in preparation of the Pre-Show competition.
This also provided an excellent opportunity to introduce our new members to the YFC world of stock judging.
As it was height of the lambing season, we even got to witness a ewe giving birth and of course we managed
to find time at the end for a cuddle with some new-borns.

A few of us were also lucky enough to take part in the County Snow Tubing event, a fun time was had sliding
down the artificial slopes in Bracknell.
Our meeting closest to Shrove Tuesday was traditionally spent making pancakes. Unfortunately, as
evidenced by the batter mix that was somewhat “welded” onto the pans we do not have any budding Mary
Berry’s or Paul Hollywood’s in our midst, however another fun, noisy and messy evening enjoyed by all. I
think next year we should run a competition for the member who can put the most toppings on their pancake
and of course, one for who can eat the most!

We are all ready for “Eyes Down” for our annual Bingo & Buffet evening on Saturday 18th March at the Social
Club.
We look forward to a busy next couple of months and to catching up with you all soon.

Sonia Walters- Club Leader

Jenny Rowe- Club Chairman
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County News
County Snow
Tubing
Meeting
27 members from 3 of the
counties clubs had a chilly but
enjoyable time at the county
meeting in February.

The next county meeting will be on 12th
April. We will be meeting at Thatcham
Nature Discovery Centre 7pm- 8pm
Please come dressed appropriately and
bring a torch.

County Camp
July 14th-16th
Information
and deposit letters out
soon
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Berkshire
Country Fayre

Reg charity
No 300104

th

Sunday 28 May 2017
Englefield Estate, Englefield, Theale,
RG7 5EN
By Kind Permission of Englefield Estate

9.00am until 5.00pm.
Adults £7, Children & Concessions £4
Family ticket (2+2) £19, Under 5’s FREE
Dogs on Leads Welcome

Berkshire Young Farmers Practical and Exhibition Classes
Craft & Food Marquees
Countryside Area Farms 2 Ewe
Vintage Machinery/Tractors
Bar and Food
Main Ring Displays

Trade Stands
Birds of Prey
Fun Fair
Steel Band
Inflatables

Hounds
Ferret Racing
Donkey Rides
Dog Show
Classic Vehicles

For further information and details please call Lydia 07733 325110

berkscountryfayre@gmail.com
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Presidents Jazz and Pimms Party
In my second year as Berkshire Young Farmers’ County President I
would like to continue with a tradition and hold a get together of past
Presidents, Vice Presidents, past and present members. A time for
socialising, relaxing and reminising of times gone by.
As the marquees will be erected ready for the Berkshire Country
Fayre on Sunday 28th May we will hold the party in one of them. A
perfect venue in the Deer Park, with views of the lake and Englefield
house. Tickets are £18-00 including a 2 course meal and there will be
a licenced bar. Perhaps you would like to contact your friends from
Young Farmers and book a table, or 2. There is a reduced ticket at £10-00, for all Junior Members,
under 10’s are welcome to come at no additional cost.
I hope most of you will have now recieved an invitation but if I have not sent you one please let me
know or fill in the form below.
My aim isn’t to make a vast sum of money, however any profit will be divided equally between
Berkshire Young Farmers and the second local charity I support, Swings and Smiles in Newbury. This
charity provides recreational facilities and services for familes with children who have additional
needs.
Please complete the form below and return with your cheques payable to Berkshire Young Farmers.
Please feel free to call me if you have any queries. I look forward to hearing from you.
Lydia Bendall
President 2015-2017
07733 325110
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Presidents Jazz and Pimms Party 26th May 2017
Englefield Estate RG7 5EN
Name............................................
Address..................................................................................
Phone..................................
Number of tickets@ £18...............
Number of tickets@ £10...............
Number of free under 10s
Cheque included for...........

9

1945-2016

March 2017

www.berksyfc.org.uk

National News

All information from NFYFC can be found on their website http://nfyfc.org.uk/

New Officer team at the top
For the first time in six years the Chairman of The National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs
(NFYFC) is an ‘active’ farmer and will lead the organisation during a challenging year in the industry
post-Brexit.

http://www.nfyfc.org.uk/national_news?articleid=11361&single=1
Youth Forum News
The Youth Forum travel to Belfast

http://www.nfyfc.org.uk/NFYFCnews/national_news?articleid=11380&single=1
New figure head in line for NFYFC
Young Farmers will be represented by radio and TV presenter Charlotte Smith when she takes on the
role of President of The National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs (NFYFC) in April .

http://www.nfyfc.org.uk/national_news?articleid=11363&single=1
Members pledge to support new campaign
A new campaign promoting positive action during the Annual Convention in Torquay is underway and
members are pledging their support

http://www.nfyfc.org.uk/NFYFCnews/national_news?articleid=11373&single=1
Members Mag gets an update
NFYFC’s membership magazine Ten26 has been relaunched and a new look issue will be landing on
members’ doormats in April.

http://www.nfyfc.org.uk/NFYFCnews/national_news?articleid=11368&single=1
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