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July’s Jotter 
 
County Chair Update 
The last few months have seen a a wind down as clubs prepare to have a break over 
the summer. We held country spotters at Snelsmore Common which was well 
attended by all clubs. Despite a few navigational issues all members made it back and 
learnt something new about the countryside.  
Unfortunately we had to postpone our county camp due to a lack of participants. 
However we will be sending out a new date as soon as possible so we will keep you 
posted once we have it sorted.  
Very soon after the clubs start back in September we have the Royal County of 
Berkshire Show so please start thinking about if you would like to enter the stock 
judging. Also we have some new competitions this year so keep your eyes open for 
emails regarding this.  
I would also like to congratulate Newbury member Jess Elliman. Jess went to 
compete at National in the Junior Member of the Year competition and she came 
third! Well done Jess the county is very proud of you and it is a fantastic 
achievement.  
I wish you all a great summer and look forward to seeing you in September.  

     Katherine Bunn-County Chairman 

 
 
County Field Officer Update 
Well done to all of you for a great YFC year. You have all been very busy. A Big thank 

you to the Leaders and Chairman who ensure that our members are provided with a 

very varied programme. Big congratulations to Windsor and Maidenhead for starting 

up this year and finishing the year with 25 Members a massive achievement. 

  

 

Dates for your Diary 
 August  
17th Newbury Show Ground Edible Garden Creation (see page 12 for details) 
 September 
16th-17th Royal County Berkshire Show (see page 12 for details) 
18th Start of New Members Week (see page 11 for details) 
 

mailto:berksyfc@btopenworld.com
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County Competitions 
Report 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A Big Congratulations to Jess Elliman from Newbury Young Farmers for coming third in the 
National Junior Member of the Year Competition. This is a massive achievement and very 

well deserved. A great ending to Jess’ journey as a Junior Member. We look forward to 
watching her grow as an Intermediate.  

Well Done Jess! 
 

 

Country Spotters 
Results 

 
22 members met on Snelsmore Common for the annual Country Spotters Competition. The 
teams of two had a trail to complete as well as quiz questions and identification boards. 
Thank you to all who took part and well done to all who manged to navigate the course 
eventually! Unfortunately, we don’t have any photos, if anyone took any that can be used in 
the year book please forward them to the office. 
 

1st Seb Warrick & John-Paul Perry- Bradfield 
2nd Georgina & Freddie Lawrence- Bradfield 

3rd Sophie Lawrence & Miako Burton- Newbury 
4th Amy Aufiero & Katie Bowler- Bradfield 

5th Oliver Head & Ben Prout- Shefford 
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Shefford 
 

Shefford Young Farmers have had a busy couple months since the county show. We had a farm 
walk and talk around Kirby Estate thanks to James Sadler.                 
It was interesting to see all the pheasants and partridges that are reared from eggs ready for the 
shooting season.  This was combined with a conservation talk which all the members found very 
interesting. The next meeting was archery thanks to Pete Harrod for having us all. The evening 
was beautifully sunny and all members enjoyed getting hands on and having a go at archery. The 
members helped organise and man our coconut shy at Chaddleworth fete. This was very popular 
as always and we ran out of coconuts by 2pm! This is a great chance to promote our club and 
recruit new members.  
 

             
 
We have also enjoyed a farm and game keeping walk around Oakash Estate in Chaddleworth with 
Simon Barrie the gamekeeper there. We learnt how they rear the birds ready for the shooting 
season and the different methods of pest control. Last week we had our final meeting before the 
summer holidays which was a picnic and rounders game. This was enjoyed by all the members and 
their families, who got involved in the rounders aswell. This was an opportunity to highlight 
members achievements at the show and hand out certificates and cups.  
 
 
We hope everyone has a lovely summer and look forward to our first meeting back in September.  

 

  Ellie Bunn- Club Chairman 

 

    

Club Updates 
 

 
 

Club Contacts 
Newbury: newburyyfc@aol.com 

Bradfield: Simon Fernandez-07876 493236 
Shefford:  sheffordyfc@hotmail.co.uk 

Windsor&Maidenhead: wmyoungfarmers@outlook.com 

mailto:sheffordyfc@hotmail.co.uk
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Bradfield 
Wow, what a fantastic couple of months we have had.  As you all know the main event in our 
calendar “The Country Fayre” was a huge success, once again the crowds gathered to watch us 
Young Farmers showcase our artistic, practical, sporting and baking skills with much enthusiasm and 
laughter. 
 
Thank you to the Country Fayre Committee for putting on the show, to Shefford for hosting the 
competitions and of course to our members who all competed so brilliantly, we are very proud of 
you all. 
 
We have taken advantage of the summer weather for our recent meetings which have followed a 
more relaxed theme.  We’ve enjoyed a game of rounders on the Bradfield Playing Field, which in 
true Bradfield spirit, turned in to be a somewhat competitive game, but gave everyone a great 
appetite for the Fish N Chip supper that followed. 
 
A new meeting which provided much excitement was our Survival Skills evening, the budding “Bear 
Grylls” amongst us discovered how to start a fire with a flint and tinder, which of course was perfect 
for toasting a few marshmallows at the end. 
 

                                  
  

The Wet Messy evening was, well as you can guess …. Wet and Messy, but enormous fun. 
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On a more educational front, we visited the Museum of English Rural Life in Reading.  We were lucky enough 
to have been provided with a tour guide for the evening, who gave us an excellent commentary on the vast 
collection of agricultural artefacts the museum has on display.  If you haven’t already been, we would highly 
recommend a visit. 
 
An energetic sponsored bike ride around Greenham Common provided much amusement and fortunately 
this year we did not have any casualties, just a few aches and pains the following day from a couple of our 
older committee members – not mentioning any names!!! 
 

 
  
 
To round off what has been a great year for Bradfield we have a celebratory meeting at Creams Ice-cream 
Parlour, which I’m sure will be well attended by all. 
 
We look forward to the summer break to re-charge our batteries in readiness for the new year commencing 
in September.  We would like to wish you all a relaxing, enjoyable and safe summer. 

 

Sonia Walters- Club Leader 
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Newbury 
We’ve not written an update for a while, so will give you an update since we last did. 
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Emma Collins- Joint Club Leader 
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County News 
 

New Members Week 

18th to 24th September 

 
National Federation of Young Farmers have again 

challenged all clubs to increase their membership. 

The County will be organising meetings through the week 

for you all to bring a friend to. You are welcome to come to 

any of the nights and as many as you want to. You can 

bring a friend or maybe two.  

You are also of course very welcome to come on your own.  

 

Monday 18th 7.30pm – Bowling - MFA Bowling 

Thatcham 

 

Wednesday 20th  – Club Meeting Night 

 

Thursday 21st  – TBC 

 
 

Friday 22nd  – Farm Visit – Venue TBC  

followed by Senior Pub Visit 
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August Activity Day- All Welcome 
 

Fancy helping to turn a neglected bed into an edible garden? Rebuilding a 
bug house? 

The show ground has offered the bed to Edible Thatcham and Incredible Edible Oxford are 
guiding and supporting. 

 
Incredible Edible Oxford have designed the space and will be installing the planting over the 

two days of the show. 
 

The garden will showcase the best of edible gardening, whilst 
demonstrating what it is possible to grow and eat, even in a small area. 
Although the space is only 8m x 5m, clever design includes herbs, fruit 
trees and bushes, as well as edible flowers and a wildlife area. 

 
Please arrive at the show ground at 10am. Come prepared for gardening and the weather. 
Please bring some lunch. We will finish at 3pm; you don’t need to stay all day. Members can 
be left with Georgie or parents are welcome to stay and help too. 

 

Royal County Berkshire Show 
We will once again be having our stand at the RCBS. Which is on 16th and 17th September. Stock 

Judging will take place on the Sunday. 

As well as the usual breed board carrying we will also be having a short stint in the countryside ring 

on both days and would love as many members to be involved as possible. We will be organising 

some fun race/games to showcase YFC. Your clubs will be in touch to find out when you are 

available. Here are some details in the meantime. 

  

Stand Duty  Saturday 16th  Sunday 17th   

08.30 am 10.00 am County County 

09.45 am 13.30 pm Shefford Maidenhead 

13.15 pm 17.00 pm Newbury Bradfield 

16.45 pm Close pm County County 
 

GRAND PARADE/ BREED BOARD CARRYING BOTH DAYS. We need all available members, 14yrs and 
over, to help us with this task. Please help – it is quite a spectacle to be part of and of course is a 
great advertisement for the County. Meet at the County Stand Sat 3.40 pm and Sun at 3.30 pm 
(subject to slight change) 
STOCK JUDGERS Stock judging will take place on Sunday Morning SHEEP at 9am Please be at the 
county stand by 8.30am. BEEF 11am (at stand by 10.30am)     Please note I need to confirm these 
times.   
 
Country Side Arena ‘Games’ We have been allocated two 30-minute slots in the country side ring to 
show case ourselves. An obstacle/welly/water race has been requested by the Countryside 
Chairman. Ring timing is 2.30pm for both Sat and Sun.  



1945-2017 

July 2017  www.berksyfc.org.uk 

 

 13 

 

 

National News 
 

 
 

All information from NFYFC can be found on their website http://nfyfc.org.uk/ 
                             
 
 
Help New Research Project on Knowledge Exchange 
A new research project is focused on how the impact of knowledge exchange can be assessed and the 
researcher University of Warwick MSc student (Sustainable Crop Production) Lucy Redmore is 
looking for feedback in an online survey. 
http://nfyfc.org.uk/Onceweekly_news?articleid=11506&single=1   
 
 
New Honda initiative helps to improve ATV safety for Young Farmers  
In a bid to help young farmers work more safely on All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) Honda is offering a 
free training course to the 25,000 members of the National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs 
(NFYFC) across England and Wales. 

 http://nfyfc.org.uk/Onceweekly_news?articleid=11504&single=1  
 
 
Members invited to explore Agriculture in China 
Applications are open to young farmers for study tours to China to explore the challenges faced in a 
different agricultural environment. 

http://nfyfc.org.uk/NFYFCnews/national_news?articleid=11499&single=1  
 
 
YFC Members Recognised as Rising Stars 
Two YFC members have been identified by Farmers Weekly as Rising Stars of the agricultural industry 
– with former members also among the top line up.. 

http://nfyfc.org.uk/NFYFCnews/national_news?articleid=11498&single=1   
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