1945-2018

Berkshire Federation Of
Young Farmers Clubs Newsletter
County Diary Dates
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9 Executive Committee Meeting
15th Pre Show Competitions
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th

th

4 -7 National Convention
27th Country Fayre

If you need any more information about anything in the County Diary please contact Georgie in the office.

March’s Memo
County Chair Update
It’s been a busy start to the year on the competitions front. Well done to everyone who has
represented their club and county. There is a full report about the South East Area weekend in the
newsletter, as well as information about the forthcoming competitions.
Georgie, Alan and I are looking forward to taking 25 of the members to Avon Tyrrell next weekend.
We will be Mountain biking, doing high ropes, night games and team building amongst other things.
Keep an eye on the Facebook page for updates.
It is great to hear how busy you all are in your clubs, all the clubs are thriving. Windsor and
Maidenhead had 40 members and potential members at a recent meeting, well done to them and to
all leaders who keep the clubs going.
I hope that you have all had a look at the show classes and signed up to what you want to do for
your club. Remember that the show class day is at the Berkshire Country Fayre on 27th May 2018.
I look forward to seeing some of you at the camp and pre show which isn’t that long away.

Katherine Bunn-County Chairman

Berkshire YFC Office, Liberty House, Enterprise Centre,
New Greenham Park, Newbury, Berks, RG19 6HW
Office Tel: 01635 500872 Mobile: 07917 714640
email: berksyfc@btopenworld.com
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County Competitions
Report
SEA Spring Competitions Weekend 2018

Over the weekend of the 10th and 11th of February, teams from Counties across the South
East competed at Sparsholt Agricultural College in the South East Area Spring Competitions
Speaking and Sports event. Hosted by Hampshire and assisted by Berkshire a great weekend
of YFC competitions saw members battle for the right to represent their County and the South
East at the National Finals.
On the Saturday we saw the Speaking and MOY competitions taking place and the judges
were given a hard time trying to separate the teams. I am immensely proud to report that
Berkshire members more than held their own in the face of fierce competition. In the Public
Reading comp, Bradfield members Summer, Seb and Zoe took on the Anthony Horrowitz book
‘Stormbreaker’. Their commitment to practices and researching the book certainly paid off,
and with some last minute team management and advice from Wendy Webber, these guys
won the competition and booked their place at the National finals.
In the Public Speaking, Chairman Hannah Webber successfully guided her team to a second
successive Area win. With a hugely entertaining speech from her brother Stephen on his
experiences showing pigs and adept support from Becky Gaut who gave the Vote of Thanks,
these guys really shone. The Speakers don’t go straight to a National final they are required
to compete at a Regional final, and we wish them the best of luck in their endeavours. I’m
personally aware of how much time and effort the Speakers and the Readers put into their
preparation for these competitions and it’s great to see that effort rewarded with these
results.
Windsor and Maidenhead members; Joshua, Richard, Harry, Chris and Bradley were definitely
in at the deep end in the Mace Debating competition where they were competing for the very
first time. Considering this inexperience they did really well to gain third place. Hopefully this
experience will stand them in good stead for next year! It has been a while since Berkshire
had a debating team so it’s great to see these guys giving it a go and in the process earning
valuable SEA points for Berkshire.
In Member of the Year we saw Jess Elliman from Newbury taking a step up into the Senior
section where she rose to the occasion and handled her interview and public questioning with
great aplomb, gaining 3rd place in her first attempt in the Senior section. In the Under 18’s
section Hannah Walters managed to calm her nerves to give a polished performance in her
presentation to the judges and give some excellent answers in her interview – even if she
wasn’t entirely sure who her biggest influence in YFC had been. An excellent equal second
place was just reward for her endeavours.
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On Sunday came the Sports competitions and with constant changes to members’ availability
in the run up and a last minute realisation of in-eligibility for the hockey it was no wonder that
we struggled a bit at the start of the tournaments. The Juniors from Bradfield; George, Seb,
Stephen, Summer, Zoe and Tamsin were joined by Katie and Victoria from Shefford and what
was the tightest Junior Sports event I can remember, came out on the wrong side of the
results after a play-off. Each team having lost and won a game in the round robin tournament,
and done the same again in the play-off, the result was decided by the number of players still
left on the court after each set in each game had concluded. This left Berkshire third having
twice beaten the eventual winners, Oxfordshire! Well done guys you worked really hard and
deserved more from your efforts.
In the hockey it was apparent
that we would be facing an uphill
battle, seemingly the only County
without any regular hockey
players on the team. Playing an
odd mix of outdoor hockey,
indoors and without goalkeepers
kept everyone on their toes and a
number of clarifications were
required from the Umpires. Our
guys; Henry, Melissa, Hannah,
Becky, Hannah, Lindsey, Sarah
and Becky all tried hard and
made sure that the opposition
had to really work hard for a
result. A good number of bumps, bruises and sprains were the visible evidence of their efforts,
for which they are to be congratulated for making the effort in what was a really good
standard of hockey.
Overall it was a really good set of performances from Berkshire, with all our Club being
involved with the effort to give Berkshire a shout at the Area trophies.

Please read on for opportunities to compete for Berkshire in Stock
Judging and Sheep Shearing new to the competitions programme
for 2018
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Dear All
Your Club Officers will by now have received the schedule for the South of
England YFC Classes at Ardingly.
If you wish to compete in ANY of these classes please let me know, particularly
the Stock Judging and the Tug of War as well as any of the static display classes.
Entries close in April so please make your interest known ASAP.
New this year is the NFYFC Sheep Shearing competition, which is being held at
Ardingly and kindly organised by Southern Shears UK. You need your Blue Seal
shearing qualification to be able to compete. If you don’t have it, but wish to
undertake this certification, there is currently 50% off being offered to YFC
members by British Wool in order for them to take part. Contact Gordon or
Georgie for more information.

South East Area Eliminating Round - NFYFC Sheep Shearing Competition
2018
Supported by: The South of England Agricultural Society
Date Friday 8th June 2018
Venue: South of England Showground, Plumpton College Shearing Stand RH17 6TL
Time; 7.00 pm booking in from 6.30 pm
Rules: as NFYFC rules, available on NFYFC Website
British Wool Blue Seal Qualification– required by all competitors
Consent Form for under 18’s - attached, please return with entry form if applicable
Refreshments - will be available after the shearing.
Camping available – please complete the attached form if required.
Training & Certification – 50% off training courses offered by British Wool.

Southern Shears UK
Promoting skills of sheep shearing and wool handling
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Club Updates
Club Contacts
Newbury: newburyyfc@aol.com
Bradfield: hannahwalters3199@gmail.com
Shefford: sheffordyfc@hotmail.co.uk

Windsor&Maidenhead: wmyoungfarmers@outlook.com

Shefford
Members of Shefford Young Farmers have had an exciting time in the last few weeks. We started
February of with an excellent stock judging evening run by two of young farmer members. The
evening taught us what to look out for when stock judging cattle and sheep. Due to the cold weather
this meeting was inside but we did have members dressed up as cows which added to the
demonstration! We have also had an America Themed evening in which we listened to a talk by a
young farmer who had received monies from the Lord Sieff Trust to go on a trip to New York. All the
members then had a go at making pancakes and seeing how far and high we could flip them. The
results were very impressive! In February we also had some members take part in a hockey and dodge
ball competition at the South East Area Competition day. Well done to those who took part. The first
meeting in March was a chance to get outdoors as this week we had a stock judging evening but this
time with real animals!

Shefford Young Farmers meets fortnightly at Bright Walton Village Hall, 7.30pm

Rachael Kirk
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Bradfield
February has been packed full of competitions it seems. Congratulations to our team of Public Speakers who
entertained the audience with tales of Pig Showing at South East Area along with the Reading team who had
the task of reading excerpts from The Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz. Both teams will now go forward to
represent the South East Area at the next round of the competition.
Hannah also represented the County at Junior Member of The Year, this is her last year competing at this event
and she came a very creditable second, against some tough competition.
The Sunday sports competitions took on a much more relaxed feel, although in true Bradfield style, everyone’s
competitive streak came into play – including some of the parents who were very vocal in their support!
We joined forces with members from Shefford to create a very powerful Junior Dodgeball Team, their strength
and tactics made them pretty formidable, gaining a very hard won 3rd place.
The equally competitive senior hockey team were not daunted by the “somewhat professional looking
opposition” and played well despite incurring many bruises and injuries along the way.
Overall a good weekend for both the club and Berkshire, well done everyone who took part.

Dodgeball Team
Hockey Team in Action
We have been lucky enough to have the opportunity of a visit to the Englefield Estate which, is literally on our
doorstep. We learnt about the Forestry side of the Estate and watched the sawmill in action, producing fence
posts from tree trunks. Our hosts gave us an insight into the history of the Estate and also the Benyon family,
we had a tour around the estate museum, the forge and got close up to the village’s own private, vintage fire
engine which caused great excitement amongst members.

Englefield Estate Saw Mill

Vintage Fire Engine

We have lots in store for the coming months including Star Gazing, a lambing evening and what is sure to be
very popular, our traditional Easter Egg Hunt.
Plans are also in place for another exciting Pre-Show, we look forward to seeing you all at Rushall in April.

Sonia Walters- Club Leader
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Newbury
On 10th of January we went bowling in Thatcham which I sadly failed at, but the night was filled with laughter
and we had a great time. Next came a club evening where we reviewed the show classes for the country fayre
and everyone was keen to sign up and we also started to discuss magic and mystery themed ideas.
On 7th of February was a games evening. We games like twister and speak out and we also enjoyed eating fresh
pancakes, kindly made for us by Fiona. Games are always fun!

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the Baylab visit on the 21st but I have heard nothing but how good and
rewarding the experience was. Members made their own lip balm and learnt about bees and the wax.
On the 7th of march we met to discuss ideas for the float and added on to any classes. We also planned the Pre
Show cookery teams and tried to come up with idea for magic foods, which we could turn, into a 3course meal.

Maddie Day- Vice Chairman
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Windsor and Maidenhead

A night time visit to BCA horse stables on a cold February Night.

Members getting ready for first aid training at BCA
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County News

Bradfield YFC
Summer Bingo & BBQ
Bonanza

Wednesday 20th June 2018
Barn Elms Farm, Bradfield.
By Kind permission of Mr & Mrs J Balsdon.

6:30pm start for eyes down at 7:00pm

Tickets and further details will
be available soon.
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National News

All information from NFYFC can be found on their website http://nfyfc.org.uk/

Are you new to sheep farming?
British Wool is on the hunt for an individual who’s started sheep farming in the last 6 – 8 months and
maybe interested in working with the organisation on a potential new project.

http://nfyfc.org.uk/Onceweekly_news?articleid=11667&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
News from the National Land Based Collage
Do you know someone who’d like to study a land based course but might struggle financially to do so?
There is a range of bursary schemes and scholarships available for people in this
situationhttp://nfyfc.org.uk/Onceweekly_news?articleid=11666
Blue Seal shearing courses
We are pleased to announce that we are in partnership with British Wool who are providing ‘Blue Seal’
Courses at a reduced rate for our members.

http://nfyfc.org.uk/Onceweekly_news?articleid=11663
NFYFC Convention
Keep up to date with the plans for convention weekend here.

http://yfcconvention.org.uk/
Hops Job Opportunities
Agri jobs advertised daily. Click on the link below for more information.

https://hopslaboursolutions.com/
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